E1030

soldiers and their families and a commitment
to excellence. | ask Members to join me in of-
fering our heartfelt appreciation for a job well
done and best wishes for continued success
to a great soldier and friend—Colonel Carroll
F. Pollett.

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO GRANT FEDERAL CONSENT
TO THE KANSAS AND MISSOURI
METROPOLITAN CULTURE DIS-
TRICT COMPACT

HON. KAREN McCARTHY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2000

Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
today | announce my intention to introduce
legislation to grant the consent of the Con-
gress to the Kansas and Missouri Metropolitan
Culture District Compact, a successful project
I have worked on for over a decade.

In 1987 1 sponsored enabling legislation in
the Missouri House of Representatives to es-
tablish a bi-state cultural district for the Kan-
sas City metropolitan area of five counties in
Western Missouri and Eastern Kansas. This
unique effort in our nation provides a secure
source of local funding for metropolitan co-
operation across state lines to restore historic
structures and cultural facilities. Through the
next seven years | worked closely with my
counterparts in the Kansas State Legislature,
the Mid-America Regional Council, KC Con-
sensus, and civic leaders and elected officials
to secure State and Federal approval. When
the Bi-State Metropolitan Cultural District
Compact was finally sent to the U.S. Congress
for authorization in 1994, 1 appeared in Wash-
ington, D.C. in support of passage of this
Compact, along with my co-sponsor, Missouri
State Senator Harry Wiggins.

| am proud to seek approval of the continu-
ation of the Kansas and Missouri Metropolitan
Culture District Compact. Approval of new
State and Federal legislation to extend the
Compact is necessary for three reasons. First,
the existing Bi-state Contract sunsets at the
end of the 2001 which means the local rev-
enue stream will end unless new legislation
extends the authority. Second, the new Con-
tract expands the cultural definition to include
sports facilities important to the region. Finally,
with the consolidation of the governments of
the City of Kansas City, Kansas and Wyan-
dotte County into the unified government, the
Kansas representation on the Bi-State Board
was decreased by two Board Members. Con-
sequently, Missouri currently has an advance
of two votes. The new law corrects this in-
equity so that membership on the Board is
balanced with half of the Members from each
state.

Over the past four years the Greater Kan-
sas City area has seen the successes of the
original Compact. It has made possible the
restoration of Union Station which is one of
the Midwest’s greatest historic landmarks and
the largest preservation project currently un-
derway in the United States. The restoration
project has been a unique example of a bi-
state, private-public, local-federal partnership.
Continuation of the Compact will allow the
metropolitan area to further this productive
alignment for successful arts and cultural ini-
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tiatives in the region, and | expect more will be
done in Kansas using the revenue in the next
phase of the Compact.

Mr. Speaker, | am requesting the House join
me in supporting this worthwhile and success-
ful effort in our districts by granting federal
consent of the Kansas and Missouri Metropoli-
tan Culture District Compact.

CONGRATULATING FRESNO
COMPACT

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2000

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Fresno Compact for
being awarded a "“1999 Distinguished Per-
formance Award,” by the National Alliance of
Business (NAB). This award designates Fres-
no Compact as the number one local busi-
ness-education coalition in the United States
for 1999.

Fresno Compact is a broad-based coalition
of leaders from business and education,
whose focuses are to improve student
achievement and to bring business leaders
and educators together. The Compact helps
coordinate such programs as the high school
“employment Competency Certification” and
the Chamber of Commerce’s business part-
nership programs. It also participates in
school-to-career activities of the State Center
Consortium and works with the Business Edu-
cation Committee.

Fresno Compact began its alliance more
than ten years ago. It focuses on influencing
educators to provide teaching that better pre-
pares students for the workforce. According to
NAB President Robert Jones, Fresno Compact
is a “catalyst that focuses the attention of
Central California business, education and po-
litical leaders on long-term, cooperative pro-
grams that are designed to raise student
achievement levels and provide skills needed
by local employers.”

Mr. Speaker, | want to congratulate Fresno
Compact for being awarded the “Local Coali-
tion of the Year” award. | urge my colleagues
to join me in wishing Fresno Compact many
more years of continued success.

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. JULIE
WILLIAMSON

HON. DAVID D. PHELPS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2000

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize one my district's finest teachers,
Ms. Julie Williamson. A first grade teacher at
the Pioneer School in Neoga, IL, Ms.
Williamson recently received the award for “II-
linois Ag in the Classroom Teacher of the
Year” by the lllinois Farm Bureau. She was
chosen as the recipient from a group of more
than 1000 lllinois teachers.

Ms. Williamson’s method of teaching allows
students to learn about and appreciate the
benefits of agriculture. She teaches her stu-
dents where the products come from and how
the products reach them in their everyday
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lives. She wants children to understand the
connection between the farm and the table.
Ms. Williamson believes that people need to
understand where their food originates in
order to be more appreciative of the people
who supply it. Some of the activities that she
brings into her classroom are: bread making,
field trips to local farms and orchards, and
honey-making with live bees. Ms. Williamson’s
next step will be to attend the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture National Ag in the Class-
room Conference in Salt Lake City.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that | say con-
gratulations to Ms. Julie Williamson on her ex-
cellent accomplishment. Due to her dedication
to her students and community, it is clear that
Ms. Williamson is an asset to lllinois and the
educational system.

HONORING PROFESSOR MARGARET
MURNANE

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2000

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, today
I honor one of my constituents, Margaret
Murnane, who is a physicist at the University
of Colorado at Boulder. This week Professor
Murnane received a “genius” award from the
MacArthur Foundation for her work in optical
physics. She is one of just twenty-five Ameri-
cans named as MacArthur fellows this year.

Professor Murnane has developed a cam-
era-like laser that emits pulses of red light. Ap-
plications of this laser technology range from
laser surgery to monitoring water content in
cooking. Additionally, this laser can aid sci-
entists visualize processes that are too fast for
the human eye to detect, such as chlorophyll
harvesting sunlight, which is a process in plant
growth.

When she was a child, her father used to
give her math puzzles to solve. Without a
doubt, this practice contributed to her passion
for science. This shows what a little parental
involvement can do to further the development
of a child’s mind.

Professor  Murnane’s  contributions to
science, education and technology will have a
large impact on our society for years to come.
| am pleased to honor her today for her ac-
complishments.

COMMEMORATION OF THE 50TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE START
OF THE KOREAN WAR—A SPE-
CIAL TRIBUTE TO THE 503D
FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
OF THE 2D INFANTRY DIVISION

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2000

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to the courageous Americans who fought
and died in defense of freedom in the Korean
War. On June 25th, we will commemorate the
50th anniversary of the start of that conflict—
the so-called “Forgotten War"—which claimed
more than 35,000 American lives.

On behalf of President Clinton, | will co-
chair, with Veterans Administration Secretary
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